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take over. Nowadays | dont feel that way,” he grinned
proudly. “Now the whole band is being viewed and
scrutinised. We're more dynamic now."”

While applauding their Gabriel-less debut album, skeptics
wondered about the stage show. But Genesis have always
had an intelligent perspective on their own abilities and
limitations. Just as their debut album had to be instantly
appealing and accessible, the stage show had to be equally
attractive giving the audience no time to adjust to the
changes.

Wisely Genesis decided against adding a new front man
for two logical reasons. The first being that they couldn’t
really replace Peter Gabriel and the second being that they
couldn’treally find a singer better voiced and versed than
Phil Collins. Earlier adolescent performances in the musical
'Oliver’ in which a young Phil starred as the Artful Dodger
helped with opening night nerves.

"It would have been a lot harder if there was a new singer
but the audience was ready to accept me because | was in
the group,” Collins explained. "l did get fed up reading that
the only way we were gonna be successful was for my voice
to sound like Peter Gabriel’s. The vocal sound of Genesis
has always been Peter Gabriel first with me sorta A-minu.”’

“My voice was always there in the backing harmonies. My
voice was there a lot more than people thought so
consequently there isn’t that much a difference. Onstage if
|l ever do anything that looks or sound like Peter | try to
change it, | am my own master,” Collins chuckles.

The situation has been most healthy. Much to the band’s
surprise and delight, shouts of ‘Where's Peter Gabriel” did
not erupt from their first audiences. Instead the crowds were
more than eager to accept Genesis as they were, non too
different from previous incarnations. Now the music had
become more important than the visuals but that was the
original plan anyways.

“The transition has been good,” Banks said pleased with
the well balanced situation. “We wanted people to feel the
band had continued, not to compare it with the past. It's
come out the way we always wanted it to be, the way Peter
Gabriel always wanted it to be with the attention generally
on all the music and the band as a whole without isolating
any one person.

“If Peter Gabriel, hadn't left this would roughly be how
the stage show would be anyhow. A lot of the theatrics are
in the music,” Banks stressed. “We've done ‘Supper’s
Ready’ without the laser and it's gone down a storm. In the
old days when the flash didn’t work it would be anti-
climatic. This time we have the right balance where the
visuals are subservient to the music.”

While the visuals took over the music with ‘The Lamb

Lies Down On Broadway’ tour, the two forces neatly collided in
perfect harmony on “The Trick Of The Tail’ tour. For their
latest“Wind and Wuthering’ onstage exercise, the music
will be even more prominent as the visuals gently fade into
an attractive background.

Although Collins adopted costumed roles for several
numbers, he was acutely determined to avoid trying to ‘out
Pete Pete’. Shaky nerves played on his confidences. Collins
worried that drummer Bill Bruford, added for the “Trick of
the Tail’ tour, would not like Genesis material. He worried
about stage clothes, choosing a flash yellow boiler suit until
one journalist described the ensemble as ‘poofy”. Phil never
wore the boiler suit again.

Some of the 1975 Genesis concerts with drummer Bill
Bruford have been taped for a possible future live album.
During the summer of ‘75 Genesis wrote their new album,
recording it in Holland during the autumn. Again the album
was produced by the band and Hentschel. Again the album
contains their best recorded sound and performances.
‘Wind And Wuthering’ is another three steps forward.

For their new worldwide tour which kicks off January 1st
at the auspicious reopening of London’s Rainbow Theatre,
Genesis have added drummer Chester Thompson. Early
rehearsal reports glowingly describe this new member’s
contributions as being "a thousand times better than
Bruford'. Although the superlatives are no doubt slightly
exaggerated, this drummer who has played with Frank
Zappa and Weather Report will add yet another element to
the diverse Genesis personality. y

“Everything seems to have happened in the right way,”
Collins concluded, delighted with Genesis’ progress.
“We're stronger now because we've come up as underdogs.
People weren't especting a good album and a good stage
show when Peter Gabriel quit. They got both.”

This year people are expecting a good stage shown and a
good album. Once again they will be given both. The last
time Genesis played in Toronto, Canada, one fanatical
follower came dressed like Peter Gabriel with a partially
shaved head, white face and the words ‘A Trick Of The
Tail’ embroidered up his trouser leg.

“Next time he’s coming with a beard, a funny t-shirt and
white trousers,”” Tony Banks predicted laughing. The
Toronto devotee certainly won't wear a yellow boiler suit.

Although the Genesis horizon looks strong and healthy,
they have not yet realised all their personal goals. Even if
‘Wind And Wuthering’ stays at number one all year,
Mike Rutherford sti// won't be happy. He hasn’t stayed at
the Continental Hyatt House yet.

Barbara Charone
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Phil Collins

Gretsch Kit

Premier Concert Toms
Premier Tuned Percussion
Premier Hardware

Avedis and Paiste Cymbals

Tony Banks

Mellotron

Pro Soloist synthesiser

RMI Customised electric piano

Epiphone 12 string guitar

Customised Electrovoice eliminators driven by Quad Amps

Chester Thompson
Ludwig Octaplus drum kit
Avedis and Paiste cymbals
Assorted percussion

Flute

Steve Hackett

Taurus bass pedals

Roland JC 100 amp and cabinet
Customised pedal board

Gibson Les Paul guitar

Fender Stratocaster guitar
Acoustic 12 string guitars
Rotosound guitar strings

Mike Rutherford

Taurus bass pedals

Shergold/Rutherford custom double-neck guitar
Acoustic 12 string guitars

Haagstrom 8 string bass guitar

Martin stereo bass system

Crown DC 300A amps

Rotosound guitar strings




A beautiful New Album from ANTHONY PHILLIPS.
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ANTHONY PHILLIPS former Genesis Guitarist from ‘T RESPASS presents the alburr
he has made with help from his friends, including:—

MIKE RUTHERFORD
PHIL COLLINS
JOHN HACKETT

THE SEND BARNS ORCHESTRA....SOLOIST RALPH BERNASCONE, conducted |
JEREMY GILBERT.

‘THE GEESE AND THE GHOST’ Is a musical panorama from the intimacy
of haunting love songs, through the majesty of historical pageants
to the drama and destruction of war.

Released in the U.S.A. & Canada on Passport Records No. PPSD. 98020
and on GRT. tapes. f
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This exclusive album is only available by mail order in the U.K.,
from Brockum International Ltd., 180 Finchley Road, London NW3 6BP —
price each £1.99 plus 45p postage and packing.

Order your copy now by completing the form below:—

Please send me albums “The Geese Please complete return address form below.
and the Ghost” | enclose £ If undelivered please return to:
(including VAT, post & packing). BROCKUM INTERNATIONAL LTD.,
180 FINCHLEY ROAD,

LONDON NW3 6BP.
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