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THE RAINBOW COLLECTION.
RITCHIE BLACKMORE’S RAINBOW
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Never before has there been such an amazing bill
of heavy rock than today at Castle Donnington, and the
event must surely go down as a milestone in rock history.
While British music fans have come to accept the annual
outdoor gatherings at Reading, Loch Lomond and
Knebworth there has yet to be an event to match
Rainbow’s Monsters Of Rock show. It is, without a shadow
of doubt, the ultimate bill of our times and who could be
more suited to topping the day's activities as Rainbow.
The collective talents of Richie Blackmore, Cozy Powell,
Roger Glover, Don Airey and Graham Bonnet are
guaranteed to produce electrifying entertainment and the
impressive line-up of bands playing this afternoon and
evening should certainly satisfy every shade of denim.

At the time this was written the weathermen were
promising us a hot August, but come rain or shine | know
that it's going to be one hell of a day. So far 1980 has
proved to be an excellent vintage for heavy metal and the
vear would hardly be complete without Rainbow returning
to put the icing on the cake. Indeed, when Blackmore is
around there’s no telling what might happen! One thing
that is assured though is that now yvou've paid your money
for a ticket vou'll get value for money — sit back and
enjoy the day
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This is of course Rainbow’s second venture to
these shores this vear and I'm sure few of us can forget
how they devastated concert halls around the country
during February and March. And what excellent shows
they put on. I'd never seen them in better form and there
were many magical moments during that four. From the
point the group stormed the stage with “Eyes Of The World”
to the final bars of *“Long Live Rock'N'Roll” they couldn't
be beat. It was a joy to see Roger Glover back on the same
stage as Richie and equally delightful was the affirmation
that Graham Bonnet is one of the best vocalists in the
business. Don Airey further enhanced his reputation as a
master of the keyboards while Cozy Powell proved yet
again that he is a supreme skinbeater.

But what that tour proved more than anything
was that the line-up of Blackmore, Powell, Glover, Airey
and Bonnet has to be the best Rainbow to date. Every gig
was an event in itself and when the tour finally came to a
close at the Rainbow on March 8th it could only be hoped
that it wouldn't be too long before Rainbow came hack.
Thankfully they have returned for today's event and
there’ll be more than just a sparkle when they make their
entry.
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In case you're wondering exactly what the lads
have been doing since that last British tour I can assure
you that on the whole they've been kept pretty busy. Don
Airey has done sessions for the likes of Ozzy Osbourne
and Michael Schenker (ex-UFO axeman), while Roger
Glover in fact produced Schenker's debut album. Cozy
Powell, spurred on by the success of his “Over The Top”
platter, has been hard at work on another solo project. I
popped down to the studio recently and judging by what I
heard that should be a killer album. Richie himself has
spent most of the time back home on Long Island .and
when I spoke to him a couple of months ago he was in |
good shape, at the time celebrating his birthday. To top all
that Rainbow also toured Japan in May causing more of an

explosion than the H-Bomb on Hiroshima as they played
to sell-out audiences of screaming fans.

You will all know by now that this is the final
appearance of “COZY POWELL" with “RAINBOW”,
(you will, no doubt hear of his plans shortly) and Cozy wi
definitely not let you forget it.

The five musicians re-united for a few warm-up
dates in Scandanavia and now they make their comeback
to Britain. Castle Donnington will attract fans from all ov
the country and once again Rainbow thank you for comin;
making this day yours as much as theirs, and wherever yo
may be travelling after the show wish you a safe journey
home. The rest I leave them to say on stage.

STEVE GETT (Melody Mak
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TOUCH is a brand new powerhouse rock outfit
who can already boast a level of sonic energy
and maturity that most bands take years to
develop and perfect. But with TOUCH its all
there from square one — great songs, top-
notch playing, masterful vocals, and that
indefinable tightness that really sets a band
apart. A couple of years ago New York
songwriter/keyboardist/vocalist Mark Mangoid,
having paid his dues in a long series of groups,
decided that it was time to build a fresh new

band from the ground up . . . to pick only the
best players and singers and then take the
time to get the music right before venturing out
into the public domain. Thus, he held a series
of auditions, until finally, TOUCH was born:

Ariola Records were smart enough to snap-up
TOUCH immediately and their debut single and
album titled ‘When The Spirit Moves You' and
‘Touch' are released on 9th May 1980 and
13th June 1980, respectively.



























